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This drawing, once the vision for Upland’s Main Street is now being reimagined to fit the community of today.
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large window decal promoting the
new campus center, but have you
seen the 23 large concrete pots placed
along Upland’s Main Street or heard
about the initiative to provide trails
in town for biking and hiking?
Taylor isn’t the only place making
renovations around here. The town
of Upland has new strategies up its
sleeves to redevelop and boost the

As the Taylor community prepares to
embark on a trip around the world
from the comfort of their Rediger
Chapel seats, Mosaic Night participants are preparing to share a piece of
their hearts. After long hours of practicing and planning, they experience
momentarily connecting the audience with sounds, colors and smells
that remind each performer of a place
he or she calls home.

“It takes a lot to be on that stage
in front of thousands of people
and to share a part of your life,”
“This isn’t just a talent show so to
speak,” explained junior Cory Chea,
co-president of MESA. “It’s a whole experience from faculty and students
cooking their own home dishes to
seeing the performers on stage.”
MESA’s co-presidents, Chea and
junior Casey Chang, are in charge of
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this year’s Mosaic Night. The event

will kick off with the Global Market,
which showcases food from around
the world, giving the MESA students
and faculty the chance to share a taste
of their culture with the Taylor community. After dinner, the show begins.
“It takes a lot to be on that stage in
front of thousands of people and to
share a part of your life,” Chang said.
Chang participated in last year’s
Mosaic Night. As an American ethnic student, she was able to identify
with her roots throughout the night.
She explained that many students
at Taylor feel the same way and participate in Mosaic Night to feel close
to a culture that is now an integral
part of their identity for one reason
or another.
“There are students who have studied abroad in Ecuador who are involved,” Chang explained. “It’s really
cool to see different people coming
together and also being able to see
what the culture that they are representing means to them. It’s so individualized to each person on stage.”
For Cecilia Macias, Director of Intercultural Programs, watching the
students perform a piece of their
identity is emotional.
Journey continued on page 4

town’s economy, development and
sense of community.
These projects—and many others—are the byproduct of numerous
small groups of committed citizens
who are working together to fill the
needs of the local community.
“Our Town Upland” is an organization that promotes teamwork among
these groups. The organization’s

Photo and Illustration by Ball State University

mission is to respond to community needs by seeking out the input of
individuals and organizations. That
way, the town continues to improve
and grow.
Organization president Bill Wiley
is furthering development by simply
creating a more functional downtown, such as pedestrian-scale lighting and a tree-lined Main Street.
Upland continued on page 2
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Top: Claudia Viscarra and Dan Saldi lead the audience in a
popular brazilian dance entitled “Latin Beats.”
Bot: Marcus Goodner serenades the spectators with John Legend’s “Ordinary People.”
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NBA commissioner bans Clippers owner
Sterling, pushes to ‘force a sale’ of team

www.cnn.com

Upland continued from page 1

This initial effort to beautify the
neighborhood has been dubbed the
Upland Downtown Initiative, and
has already seen changes. Completed plans include painting buildings,
repairing store doorways and windows along Main Street and installing
23 pots filled with evergreen trees, ornamental grasses and “lollipop” trees.
Two murals have also been painted
to add to the aesthetic appeal of the
downtown area.
The future of the town, however, is
currently in the hands of the Steering
Committee. Committee leader Chip
Jaggers is working alongside a group
of individuals to revitalize the master plan.
Jaggers reported in the March 4
Town Hall meeting that Taylor has
offered the town the services of their
architect firm of Browning, Day, Mullins and Dierdorf. They intend to use
the information provided to them by
the firm to refine, review and refocus
their master planning of the town.
The group hopes to have an outcome
expectancy of what will be done in
the next four years by August 19.

These projects—and many
others—are the byproduct
of numerous small groups
of committed citizens who
are working together to
fill the needs of the local
community.
This outcome expectancy is better
known as The Master Plan, a document that packages all growth objectives into tangible steps for action.
This document is the end result and
fifth phase of four other broken-down
phases the Town Hall council has
come up with for the development

Heroin ‘Played a Role’ in Peaches
Geldof ’s Death: Officials
www.abcnews.go.com

Microsoft issues Internet
Explorer security fix
www.usatoday.com

2 dead, 100 injured in gas
explosion at Florida jail
www.foxnews.com

of the town.
The first phase aims to look at existing conditions and what has been
done to date. This includes revisiting the 2010 charrette drawings Ball
State University made as inspiration
for what Main Street could look like.

in the form of a Facebook page opinion survey. The community’s needs
are a priority—and its opinion about
the town’s direction will be discovered through feedback. Jaggers expects the Facebook survey to be put
online in the next couple weeks.
And he wants student input, ideas
and thoughts on what they would like
to see in the town.
Once the survey results have been
analyzed, the third phase will create
an overall vision for Upland’s direction, and the fourth step seeks to implement that vision into an action
plan. Students, faculty and town residents can follow the steering committee’s progress on the One Town
Upland Facebook page.
The Steering Committee and

architecture firm is also working
closely with a separate organization
that has intentions of spurring big
changes to Upland’s economic development soon.
The Upland Area Greenway Association plans to create trails for
recreational use in the town area.
Greenway believes the trails provide a
safer alternative to residents and students walking, running, rollerblading
or cycling on narrow roads.
According to President Joe Pearson, the project will begin on Eighth
Street, a common route for both the
community and Taylor students. The
planning should be completed by
September with construction beginning in the fall.

This year, however, will
be different. With Taylor’s
architecture firm offering
their services, Upland is able
to gain the information they
need to realize the plans
made four years ago.
“We had really great results from
that (the charettes) but you need two
things after the charrette is over. One
is you need money to do the things
you came up with and secondly you
need leadership,” Jaggers said.
The project faced challenges. As
good as the drawings were in giving
ideas for the town, without practical
application, nothing could be done
without additional help.
“For example, there was a recommendation in the charrette that we
have beautiful gardening trees . . . but
the idea didn’t say this is the type of
tree you need, this is how many trees
you need and because it’s a state highway, this is how far it has to sit back
from the actual pavement.”
This year, however, will be different.
With Taylor’s architecture firm offering their services, Upland is able to
gain the information they need to realize the plans made four years ago.
These drawings will serve as a starting point for the Steering Committee
as they update the plans into something the community would like to
see implemented today.
The community’s desire for change
comes into play in the second phase,

Graphic by Ball State University

facades

An illustration of Upland’s mainstreet landscape potential may soon become reality.
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TSO’s second dance of the year, called Super
Nova, will have several new twists on the tried
and true dance formula.

UPLAND CHARRETTE • 2010
Community Based Projects
College of Architecture and Planning
Ball State University

SENIOR GRAPHIC
DESIGN ART SHOW,
6-10 p.m., MMVA Art
Gallery
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Where Tornadoes Are a Known Danger,
the One That Hits Home Still Stuns

www.nytimes.com

ONLINE
TEASERS
The “Destiny” of
FPS games

Take a look inside “Destiny,” the next Halo
game that is introducing a new type of
gaming, a “shared world shooter.” Tuesday
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The city of Upland seeks to make changes to improve town growth.

An out-of-thisworld experience
TSO’s a futuristic, outer
space themed dance
Hannah Haney
News Co-Editor

Taylor Student Organization (TSO)
transported Taylor back to the Roaring ’20s during their first ever campus
dance on May 10, 2013. One year later,
they’re blasting campus not just into
the future, but into space.
TSO’s second dance of the year, called
Super Nova, will have several twists on
the tried-and-true dance formula.
“The dance is a futuristic space
theme, but this event is going to
have so many extra activities that it
is much more than just a dance,” said
senior Bri Leever, current Student
Body President (SBP). “All proceeds
from the event will be donated to Riley Children’s Hospital, an organization that serves children with cancer.”
While the dance last fall was held
off-campus, this one will be held in
the Euler Atrium.
“We picked Euler because it’s a really big and open venue that is actually
very nice, very beautiful and we haven’t been using it to its full potential,”
said senior and Student Body Vice
President (SBVP) Jake Owens. “Dr. Habecker even suggested that we use it.”
There will be a wide variety of music along with an array of other activities. Laser tag will take place outside
between Reade and Euler. Classrooms 062 and 063 will be merged
together to create a video game
center, featuring games like “Mario Kart,” “Halo,” “Rock Band,” “Super Smash Bros” and “Dance Dance
Revolution,” according to Owens.

The process that goes into the
dance starts at the beginning of the
semester and nvolves every single
member of TSO.
“We had Executive Cabinet members come at the beginning of the semester and present dance proposals
for the rest of the group. We then voted on our favorite idea, and incorporated any extra aspects we thought
could go with the theme from the other proposals,” said Leever.
These aspects include location,
name, date, refreshments, music and
so on. After all of that has been decided upon, TSO as a whole comes together to bring the dance to fruition,
while still managing the responsibilities of their individual cabinets.

“Each cabinet kind of takes one little slice of the pie. Bri (Leever), Noelle
(Smith, Executive Secretary) and I try
to do as much as possible; we try to
take most of the weight,” said Owens.
The dance will require 50 people to
help out during the event, as well as
additional numbers to assist in setup
and cleanup. About 100 people in all
will help, according to Leever.
Last year’s dance featured the college student version of ’20s garb and
the fall masquerade saw the student
body in their absolute best. According to Owens, TSO knew a less formal
dance such as this one was something
that would have to happen.
“(This) was something that we
knew the student body wanted and
it was one of those things (where we
knew) we’re gonna have to do (it)
eventually,” said Owens.
Tickets will be available in the Union
and DC during the last week of classes,
as well as at the door. The dance will
take place on May 16 at 9 p.m.

Graphic provided by Media Marketing

Taylor’s third dance takes place on May 16 at 9 p.m.

In The Loop

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

MIRACLE WORKER,
8-11 p.m., Mitchell
Theater

SUNDAY NIGHT
COMMUNITY, 8-9 p.m.,
Taylor Lake

CHAPEL: SENIOR
SHARE, 10-10:45
a.m., Rediger Chapel
Auditorium

GEORGE
MACDONALD
LECTURE SERIES, 7-9
p.m., Euler 130

RITZ ON THE ROOF,
5-10 p.m., Euler Green
Roof

WOMEN’S
PROGRAMMING: SING
AND STARLIGHT, 8:3010 p.m., Taylor Lake

WORLD & NATIONAL

With attempts to raise the federal
minimum wage rate consistently
stymied, some states have taken
matters into their own hands.
Minimum support
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THE BIGGER PICTURE
So much happens outside Taylor,
but what does any of it have to do
with you? The world can seem like
an overwhelming web of stories,
and this column will help you find
your place inside it. Sit down with
me as we explore the bridges that
connect us to the rest of the world.

Well
played
Abigail Pollock

World & National Editor

I have a confession to make.
I have an unreasonable fondness
for Russian President Vladimir Putin.
It’s not what you think. My admiration has nothing to do with his tendency to pose shirtless with large
animals and more to do with his political savvy. As a student of international relations, I admire those who
play the game well.
And it is a game.
Some theorize that athletic competition is popular, in part, because
it re-enacts characteristics of traditional warfare. Equally, for those who
appreciate tactical strategy, international relations may hold the same
fascination as a good game of chess.
Why is strategy an important part
of politics? For powerful nations like
the United States, Russia or China,
the end goal is always the expansion of hegemony—regional or global dominance. Competition for power
and resources often brings states into
conflict, especially in a world as interdependent and globalized as ours.

Putin perceives the European
Union and the United States to be
genuine threats to its sovereignty, and
the U.S. is equally concerned with the
expansion of Russian influence. The
White House uses its European partners to draw trade and military agreements toward Europe and away from
Russia. NATO—a Cold War-era alliance of states created to counter the
U.S.S.R. in Eastern Europe— has recently undergone three expansions of
military and economic force. This includes a missile defense system in Europe which threatens Russia’s nuclear
capabilities and balance of power.
In response, Russia has crafted a
foreign policy strategy that includes
expanding the Russian economy
through oil exports, regaining control of Eastern Europe and leveraging the decline of U.S. international
influence in the Middle East.
Putin demonstrated this strategy
with his actions in Syria. He vetoed
Security Council resolutions against
Syrian President Assad. When Obama
wavered over his “red line” and threatened to intervene militarily in Syria,
it was Putin who stepped in to offer
a diplomatic solution. This intervention allowed the U.S. to save face
while simultaneously letting Russia
shrewdly replace the U.S. as the leading voice and power not only in the
Syria issue, but in other areas of global politics as well.
The current crisis in Ukraine is another theater for the power struggle
between Russia and the West. Ukraine
was divided between European and
Russian interests, with the U.S. and
Europe supporting the political coup
which just recently placed a European-leaning president in power. Russia
responded by annexing the primarily-Russian region of the country,
claiming that Ukraine’s current government is illegitimate, backed by
Western puppeteers, and a threat to
Russian citizens living in Ukraine.

Russian President Vladimir Putin steps up his presence in international politics.

These actions follow a pattern of “soft
annexation,” in which Russia increases its influence over the foreign policies of former Soviet states, according
to analysts at The Atlantic.
One tactic that sets Russia apart
from the United States is its ability
to follow through in supporting its
allies. The U.S. is often hindered by
standards—from economic policy to
human rights concerns—that prevent
its government from openly or consistently supporting allies who don’t
measure up to its democratic ideals.
Russia, however, has less scruples and
therefore more freedom to invest in
military assets, provide economic
benefits for loyal allies and defend
trading partners.
With the number of times the U.S.
has armed and later deposed strategic allies (see Saddam Hussein), Russia may bill itself as a more consistent
and protective ally to those who could
use a powerful friend in the international arena.
Russia has oil resources, nuclear weapons and military force at its
disposal and is clearly not hesitant to
throw its weight around. When compared to the influence of the United

States, however, the Russian Federation is still in a fairly weak position.
Putin postures as a leader with
much more power than he actually
has, which may be the source of his
controversial figure. Is he a madman
willing to destroy Russia in the pursuit of a dream of regained U.S.S.R.
dominance? Or is he a master strategist manipulating his underdog position to increase the regional and
global influence of Russia?
Time will tell if Putin’s tactics prove
to be successful. But if he is truly a
strategist, fighting against all odds
to improve the standing of Russia on
the international stage, is it wrong
to admire him? Russia has been the
subject of much condemnation, from
violations of international law to the
perpetuation of human rights abuses. They have supported dictators and
staged military invasions.
Then again, so has the United
States.
No government has a corner on
moral superiority, especially when
it comes to international relations.
Most political theory recognizes that
states are motivated by national interest, which echoes what we know
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of self-centered human nature. An
“ends justify the means” approach to
pursuing national interest also puts
all kinds of unsavory methods on the
table: arms deals to terror groups, illegal surveillance, torture, assassination, deposing the governments
of foreign states, war.
Politics as a whole is full of ethical
dilemmas, which is what makes the
arena both interesting and uncomfortable. In a world that is not black
and white, we find ourselves in tension between ideals and realism, morality and effectiveness.
I am aware of the consequences of
political action. The decisions of the
powerful always have consequences,
often inflicted on the most vulnerable. As someone who upholds the value of human life and dignity, I remain
committed to opposing injustice and
abuse of power in whatever context it
is found: in NATO or the U.N., Russia
or the United States.
From the perspective of a strategist,
I will remain unapologetic in my admiration for Putin.
From the perspective of a Christian,
I know better than to put my hope on
morality in politics.

Minimum support
Minimum wage increase is
shot down in Congress, but is
alive and kicking in the States
E. Patrick Neer
Staff Writer

A measure intended to raise the minimum wage was shot down by the
U.S. Senate on Wednesday, raising
the ire of President Barack Obama
and Congressional Democrats, Reuters reported.
The White House-backed bill ran
into the force of GOP opposition, failing to raise the 60 necessary votes
to enter open debate. Only one Republican, Senator Bob Corker of
Tennessee, joined the almost overwhelmingly Democratic effort to approve the legislation.
The intended to raise the federal minimum wage to $10.10 an
hour, was the culmination of one
of Obama’s top legislative priorities for his term. Hours after the
vote was taken in Congress, Obama
hosted a White House event to denounce the measure’s failure, according to CNN.
“If your member of Congress
doesn’t support raising the minimum
wage,” Obama said, “you gotta (sic) let
them know they’re out of step and if
they keep putting politics ahead of
working Americans, you’ll put them
out of office.”
Congressional Democrats echoed
Obama’s sentiment, claiming that the
GOP’s lack of support was indicative
of their real priorities.
“It is the equivalent of looking
American women in the eye and telling them they don’t deserve a living
wage,” Senator Patty Murray said of
the Republican filibuster. “It is telling
our middle-class families they don’t
deserve a fair shot.”
Senate Republicans argue that
raising the minimum wage will damage the already flimsy economic recovery, CNN reported. They pointed
to newly released data indicating
that during the first quarter of 2014,
the national economy grew a sluggish 0.1 percent.
“They seem to think they can coast
on talking points and stale ideas;
that the American people haven’t
been paying attention to their recent
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dismal record at actually helping
the people they claim to care about,”
said Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell.
With attempts to raise the federal
minimum wage rate consistently stymied, some states have taken matters
into their own hands. Hawaii, Connecticut, Maryland and Washington, D.C., have all passed legislation
to raise their state minimum wage to
above the $10 per hour mark, according to Reuters. None of these changes would take place immediately but
would be phased in over a span of
four years.
“I commend our legislators for
advancing the proposal to raise Hawaii’s minimum wage to $10.10 an
hour,” Hawaii’s Democratic governor Neil Abercrombie said in a Friday statement. “It is imperative to
provide our lowest paid workers with
the economic stability and security
they deserve.”
As the focus shifts from a federal minimum wage to a more local
determination, some states are taking steps to ensure that it doesn’t
get too local. In Oklahoma, Republican lawmakers have banned
cities from setting their own minimum wage, according to The Wall
Street Journal.
Many of these state-focused campaigns are run, or at least heavily
supported, by the largest segment
of the population that subsides on
minimum wage: restaurant workers. According to the Labor Department, nearly half of minimum wage
earners work in food service. The
National Restaurant Association,
representing the owners of these
restaurants, strongly opposes any
minimum wage hikes, claiming that
they are an attempt by labor unions
to piggyback salary increases for
those already earning more than
minimum wage, The Wall Street
Journal reported.
Obama has applauded the efforts
by states to increase the minimum
wage on their own.
“Do not get discouraged by a vote
like the one we saw this morning,”
he said. “Get fired up. Get organized.
Make your voices heard. And rest assured, I’m going to keep working with
you . . . to raise wages for hardworking Americans.”
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“I think through the performance so much
is conveyed about a culture that can’t be
conveyed through conversation.”
A journey home
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Journey continued from page 1

“They come here and they’re
getting their education and doing all
these things to succeed,” Macias said.
“But there’s this one time where they
are able to do dances to the music
and style they would have back at
home. . . . You feel that sense of pride.”
The pride that each performer has
for their culture can clearly be felt
through the rhythms, movements and
languages that impact the audience.
“I’ve heard responses in past years
from Mosaic Night like culture shock
and I like that,” Chang said. “I love
that people can experience that here.”
According to Macias, the show’s
ability to transcend cultural barriers
has transformed what started out as
a small MESA performance to an allcampus, must-see event. Now the
night is as much for the performers
as it is for the students who attend.
“I think through the performance,
so much is conveyed about a
culture that can’t be conveyed
through conversation,” Chea
said. “I know when I first
came to Taylor people would
say, ‘What’s it like to be from
the Bahamas?’ and I don’t
know how to answer that in
sentences. But there’s an act
that’s from the Caribbean and
you get to actually feel the
rhythms of what it’s like to live
in that kind of area. You get to
see the colors and costumes.

There’s just so much that you get
to see about the people on stage
without actual words—and that’s
very powerful.”
Mosaic Night not only provides
an opportunity for Taylor students
to visit cultures from around the
world, but it also provides an avenue
for students to share part of their
life story.
“I hope that we realize that value of
cultural diversity and how wonderful
it is to partake in that as a campus,”
Macias said. “That’s our hope for
Mosaic Night.”
It is a hope fueled by the dedication
of the faculty and students who look
to share their traditions in a way
that brings life to the meaning of
cultural identity.
Mosaic Night will take place
tomorrow at 8 p.m. in Rediger
Auditorium. The Global Market starts
at 6:30 p.m. in the downstairs lobby
of the Rediger.

ANGELINA
Ask Angelina is designed to answer first world
problems in hyperbole with satirical and
sarcastic answers. The proceedings are not
intended to defame or offend individuals or
groups of people. So please, leave your sensitive
nature at the door and sit back for a laugh.
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Jerchovia Moxey dances to Nolza, a Korean dance.

Caught in the middle
Contributor

“Introvert or extrovert?” someone asks you
during a first date. Are you ever unsure how to
answer? Many people don’t fully identify with
either personality type.
“I had taken two separate Myers-Briggs tests in
high school, and I got “ENFJ” on the first and “INFJ”
on the second,” said senior Kelly Helton. “I started
wondering if I was an introvert or an extrovert.
There would be times when I craved silence mixed
with times when I craved the company of only a
few people.”
One minute you feel exuberant and the next you
just want to go chill. Sometimes out is the last place
you want to go and sometimes you emerge from

your room hoping never to see it again. You wait
all day for the evening’s get-together and once you
arrive, you wish you’d stayed behind.
If any of this sounds familiar to you,
congratulations: you’re not crazy! You’re probably
just an ambivert: someone who displays qualities
of both an introvert and an extrovert. Most of us are
familiar with the stereotypical personality groups.
Extroverts are action-oriented while introverts
are thought-oriented. Extroverts seek frequent
interaction and gain energy from socializing while
introverts crave their “me time” and gain energy
from solitude.
The truth is, most people are a lot more
complicated than that. Genuine introverts and
extroverts are at the furthest ends of the personality
spectrum. According to psychotherapist Paul

summer

blackboard
Completely online classes!

Register through Tower – no registrar approval
needed. Classes span the summer term from
5/27 to 8/15 at $350 per hour.
BIB110 Biblical Literature I
BIB210 Biblical Literature II
BIB313 Romans
CAS110 Public Speaking
CAS120 Interpersonal Communication
COS104 Computing & Culture - Appl/Content
ECO201 Principles of Microeconomics
ECO202 Principles of Macroeconomics
ENG110 Expository Writing
ENG230 World Literature
HIS124 History of the United States to 1877
HIS125 History of the United States since 1877
HUM230 Art as an Experience
IAS110 Foundations of the Christian Liberal Arts
MAT110 Finite Mathematics
MAT120 Investigations in Mathematics
PHI413 Contemporary Christian Belief
PHP100 Fitness for Life
PHP200RU Running
PHP402 Administration of Human Performance
PSY110 Foundations of Psychology
PSY200 Introduction to Psychology
REL313 Historic Christian Belief
SOC220 Ethnic & Minority Issues

Do you find yourself aching for advice
for your first-world problems? Are you
losing sleep over annoying problems
that keep turning up day after day?

Hey Yoder! Why aren’t you wearing that shirt?!
The speaker prays, the band sings a song or two and waves
goodbye. You bend to grab your backpack and the familiar yell
echoes throughout the chapel. You breathe a sigh of relief. It
just doesn’t feel like Friday until Jeff Yoder wears the shirt and
yells the mantra.
Since 2001, the “Friday guy” has ushered in the weekend, a
tradition that began with a simple Salvation Army purchase and
a sibling crime.
In the late 1990s, J.R. Briggs (’01) unknowingly bought the shirt
that would soon become the hallmark of Friday chapels. Before

the orange and purple striped shirt even had time to settle into
its new Wengatz home, it was uprooted. Alan Briggs stole his
brother’s secondhand goodie and graffitied it with a smiley face
and the famous “It’s Friday” line. With just a few simple swipes
of a Sharpie, a legend was born.
After Alan Briggs’ first chapel yell announcing the weekend’s
arrival, the tradition took off and Third West Wengatz (WWIII)
never looked back. Now, four hand-offs later, senior Jeff Yoder’s
journey with the revered shirt is drawing to an end. In less than
a week, he will hand down the relic and pride to a lucky Third
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By Angelina Burkholder

West Wengatz freshman.
This year, WWIII has nine freshmen vying for the title of Friday
guy. Over the course of the school year, Yoder has watched each
one carefully. Tradition demands that each holder choose from a
pool of freshmen, assessing them on their personality, reputation
and dedication to the wing.
Wingmates speculate that Yoder has already chosen the
next recipient, but it’s still anybody’s game. Take a look at the
candidates and judge for yourself. Only one will receive the
legendary title.

Dear Angelina, I thought the
seniors usually win Taylathon.
What happened?

Jonathan KI performs “Baba Yetu” with the Gospel Choir.

Lexie V. Owen
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Montjoy, most people are caught somewhere in
between. You may be an ambivert with stronger
introverted or extroverted tendencies depending
on where you fall on this spectrum. Somebody call
Myers and Briggs!
Ambiverts love spending time with people, but
can’t be with them for too long. They also love being
alone, but too much “me time” drives them crazy.
So, if you’re sometimes extroverted and sometimes
introverted, how do you know when you’ll be
which? It all depends on how you function as a
unique social individual. The best way to figure out
what works with your personality is by observing
your own behavior and keeping track of your own
preferences. Here are the three most important
things I’ve discovered since learning the truth
about ambiversion:

1. Release the extrovert
Your introverted side may feel more
comfortable. Being less inhibited is
risky. But if your extroverted side
isn’t allowed to be free, you tend to
feel caged.
“Sometimes, certain people can
bring out my extroversion more

because I know them better,” said
senior Kelly Helton.
Others may not be used to your
extroversion at first, especially if
you’ve behaved like an introvert
before. But, hey, surprises are good
for people!

2. Embrace the introvert
Your extroverted side is fun and
outgoing. But remember, you can’t
have your extroverted side if the
introverted side isn’t taken care of too.
Ambiverts need their “me time”- not
as much as introverts, but certainly
more than extroverts.
“Introverts usually can find
ways to be by themselves in groups,”
said junior Sam Bolds. “Ambiverts

seem to be caught in the middle.
Weekends packed with friends are
awesome. Though, time afterwards
to socially recharge is needed.”
If you’re feeling contemplative,
don’t force yourself to be social.
Just because you were spontaneous
yesterday doesn’t mean you have to
be today.

3. Give yourself transition time
Most ambiverts are good at
adapting to social settings, but we
do need time to transition when
something changes.Sometimes we
feel extroverted in a smaller group
of well-known friends, but when one
stranger or three more friends join
the group, we clam up. It’s helpful to
figure out how many people you can
handle at one time and how quickly
you can warm up to strangers.
“How quickly I adjust will
very often depend on the people I’m

with as well as the setting itself,” said
Kelly Helton. “In smaller settings, I
can usually adjust pretty quickly. The
more people show up in unfamiliar
settings, the more uncomfortable I
will get. For me, being an ambivert
is all about finding and keeping a
healthy balance.”
Whether introverted, extroverted,
or even ambiverted, when it comes to
handling your social life, it’s all about
discovering what works best for you.

ASK ANGELINA.
Send questions to:
lifeandtimes.echo@gmail.com

If you were present for the
race on Saturday, then no
explanation is needed. The
seniors’ performance was
evidence enough for their
failure. Even Sweet Destiny, the
lucky bicycle they had ridden
on for all four years, gave up on
them. Literally. Let’s just say that
if the senior class had a dollar
for every time Sweet Destiny
broke last Saturday, they’d be
rich enough to buy one for each
one of their non-existent fans.
Of course, the back-up bicycles
had to break as well.
Although the men’s team was
made up of strong veterans, they
struggled just as much as the
rookies on the women’s team.
Maybe it was all the visualizing
instead of practicing they did.
Watching their races was almost
as painful as some of the ugly
spills they took.
Naturally the idealistic,
nostalgic part of us expects
seniors to take the win in
anything they do. They’ve
been here longer than other
contestants; they’ve had more
opportunities to perfect their
trade through the years. But hey,
we get it, finals week is soon,
graduation is approaching and
the pressure is on. Some of the
poor seniors are still scrambling
for that coveted ring by spring so
maybe their hearts just weren’t
in the race.
I guess torn skin on the
pavement is one way to leave
your mark on Taylor University
as you head out the door.
Dear Angelina, why do people
get crazy when it’s warm? Sun’s
out doesn’t mean guns out, much
less buns.
At Taylor, everything comes
back to muscles. So of course, no
matter how obnoxiously large
or embarrassingly small they
are, the arms have got to show.
Better yet, just scrap the idea
of wearing a shirt altogether!
How perfect. Thank-you for the
lovely half-naked surprise, men
of Taylor. Excuse me while I go
throw up in the yard.
Even worse than half clothed
men are their female equivalents
strutting around campus with
their buns out. Whatchu know
about those short shorts?
Girl, please. Nobody is paying
$40,000 a year to see that.
Most of the time, it’s
wonderful to go to a school
w here we aren’t tightly
restricted by unnecessary dress
code rules, but occasionally the
idea of one doesn’t feel all that
unappetizing.
Imagine a world where horrid
cut-off shirts and ridiculously
short-shorts are prohibited. Call
me a dreamer, but it sounds like
a beautiful world.
However, by far, the worse
culprits of ruining the warm
weather vibe are the people
who feel the need to break out
both the buns and the guns.
Four words. The men’s crosscountry team. No matter how
high the temperature rises,
there is no excuse for hefty
thighs and naked bodies to be
gliding around campus. Put it
away, boys, put it away.

Samuel Rodriguez

Major: International Business
Self ranking: 7/10
Most likely: “Jordan Wright, if I
had to put my money anywhere.”
Why it should be me: “I’m culturally diverse. I could announce
Friday in Spanish.”
My reaction if chosen: “I’d
thank Jeff for the opportunity
and would hope to live up to
his expectations.”

Joshua Adams

Major: Film & Media Production,
Minor in Photography
Self ranking: 3.1415926535/10
Most likely: “Janik; I like going for
the underdog.”
Why it should be me: “I’m his Echo
photographer; I hold a special place
in his heart.”
My reaction if chosen: “I’d shed a
few tears and give Jeff a long hug.”

Nathaniel Martinez

Major: Psychology
Self ranking: 7.75/10
Most likely: “Landon Stratford;
I’m going for the underdog.”
Why it should be me: “I look good
in orange. And I can make purple
look good.”
My reaction if chosen: “I’d give a
victory speech. All the credit goes
to my mother.”

Robbie Brandkamp

Major: Public Health
Self ranking: 7.4/10
Most likely: “Jordan Wright; I
don’t think there is a time when
he is ever quiet.”
Why it should be me: “When I
have the opportunity to yell, I enjoy that a lot.”
My reaction if chosen: “I really like
to hug people. I’d probably jump
up and give Jeff a big bear hug.”

Luke Engel

Major: Film & Media Production
Self ranking: 2048/10
Most likely: “Travis Yoder; he was
born for it.”
Why it should be me: “I am a man
among boys.”
My reaction if chosen: “I’d pee
a little.”

DC RECIPE WEEK
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Janik Perera

Major: Exercise Science Systems
Self ranking: 100/10
Most likely: “Myself. I hope I don’t
sound cocky.”
Why it should be me: “I’d be the
first non-American, first international Friday guy.”
My reaction if chosen: “I’ll be
dumbfounded. It would be one of
the moments you would see me
most excited.”

Jordan Wright

Major : Computer Science
Systems
Self ranking: 9/10
Most likely: “Robbie or Luke, I’d
give them both a 10.”
Why it should be me: “I have
a great smile and a great butt.”
My reaction if chosen: “I’d go
absolutely nuts.”

Landon Stratford

Major: Engineering Physics
Self-ranking: 12/10
Most likely: “Jordan Wright; he’s
really connected with Jeff.”
Why it should be me: “I am one
of the guys on the wing with the
most pizazz.”
Photographs by
My reaction if chosen: “I’d think, Kari Travis and
‘I’m the next legend.’”
Mel Kerigan

by Rebekah Pack

Make your own stir-fry
For a creative take on this traditional Asian favorite, try this easy doit-yourself dish. First, go to the salad line and take two clear plastic
plates. Fill one up with broccoli, shaved carrots and cauliflower. Then,
head to the drink station and add some water to the plate. Cover
the vegetable plate with the other plate and microwave for three
minutes. Layer the vegetables on rice and add soy sauce. Enjoy!

Anthony Baber

Major: Biology Pre-Med
Self ranking: 7/10
Most likely: “Robbie; he is a beautiful man.”
Why it should be me: “I’m from
Minnesota so Friday winter chapels would not phase me.”
My reaction if chosen: “I’d be a bit
surprised and then I’d give an acceptance speech.”

Email your inventions to
lifeandtimes.echo@gmail.com

Echograms #TaylorU

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
Kayla Springer @kayspring5
This guy just threw a rock at a girl’s
window, started playing guitar, and
had his wing sing with him to ask
her to spring fling #TaylorU
Sarahruth Brown @sruthbrown
You know you go to #tayloru when
you overhear a class sing one of
the songs from the Prince of Egypt.
#ThereWillBeMiracles #My1stCD
Matt Walters @MattWalters10
Day one of senior show setup, 8
hours in the gallery. Here we go
#trademark #tayloru #senioryear
Danae Read @dreader17
These people are really rubbing off
on me. Today I said “yes sir” and
“yes ma’am” like four times today.
#tayloru
Celeste Harris @celestehillary
I graduate from college in 26 days.
That’s alarming. #tayloru
Sullivan Finlay @hugebluemonster
You know you’re in Indiana
when: the DC workers’ topic of
conversation is NASCAR. #merica
#tayloru

whatthesamhill13: ”First fish of out #TaylorU Lake
for the season, 2 casts out - 1 bass in.”

tech4life: “Geology Field Trip! #guebert #geology #tayloru #indiana”

Chris Chang @CChang65
Guess who teared up during that
introduction? #weak #tayloru
#taylorchapel

A&E

Even Hollywood, considered “the belly of the
beast” by some evangelical Christians, is
starting to take notice and capitalize on the
financial success of biblically based films.
Has Christianity gone Hollywood?
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From hope
comes miracles
Taylor Theatre’s “Miracle
Worker” a testament
to hope and love
David Seaman
A&E Editor

“The Miracle Worker” is a production
that has been through many media
cycles, from books to television to feature film. However, the original theatre production is the most personal
and real. Watching the entire experience on stage, seeing Helen Keller
shriek in the darkness, witnessing her
mentor Anne Sullivan struggle with
inner demons . . . all of this takes on
a new meaning in front of an audience. You see and hear the anguish
and eventual triumph. A play so vibrant in communication through
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Rachel Manning plays Helen Keller.

sight and hearing is about a girl who
can experience none of these.
Taylor Theatre’s latest production
of “The Miracle Worker” is exquisitely acted, has an absolutely fantastic
set and contains incredibly moving
scenes. It’s one of the finest productions I’ve seen in my three years at
Taylor. And to whom the play is dedicated to, it makes the experience all
the more powerful.
Based on the original 1957 production by William Gibson, “The Miracle Worker” tells the story of Helen
Keller and her teacher Anne Sullivan.
Born with the abilities to see and hear,
Helen loses these important functions after a childhood illness. Unable to communicate, Helen grows
up a violent and angry child, spoiled
by her caring but frightened family.
Helen’s parents turn to Anne Sullivan, a student of the Perkins School of
the Blind, who is herself visually impaired. Anne realizes there is a tender spirit and intelligence in Helen.
Instead of pandering to her like the
Keller family does, Anne uses tough
love to reach Helen. Through persistence, consistency and the use of
hand signals, Anne shows Helen her
true potential.
“The Miracle Worker” is a very
personal play, dealing with heartbreaking situations. For director
Tracy Manning it is even more personal. This was the last play of former theatre director Oliver Hubbard,
Manning’s teacher and mentor, who
passed away in 2004.
“I remember Ollie telling me I had a
director’s eye,” said Manning. “It was
then that I realized that I was something more than I thought I would be.”
For Manning and others, Hubbard’s

Christina Goggin tries to communicate with Rachel Manning in “The Miracle Worker.”

notes of encouragement to his students and fellow faculty members
touched them deeply His life-giving
spirit and generosity will be represented in a short documentary shown
before the production. Presented
during intermissions in the show will
be photos of students, each holding a
sign describing how their mentors affected them.
“Ollie was Tracy’s teacher, and Anne
was Helen’s teacher,” said assistant
director and senior Haley Kurr. “The
whole play revolves around teachers.
We learn from their example.”
Hubbard’s examples of love and
hope parallel with this production.
“The Miracle Worker” resonates with
themes of unfailing love and the triumph of never giving up. Manning’s
young daughter Rachel stars as Helen,
and she does a good job portraying a
confused child amid her frequent tantrums. Senior Christina Goggin plays
Anne as stern in her ways and willing
to defy convention in order to reveal

Has Christianity gone Hollywood?
Christian films have been
booming at the box office,
with more to come. Why?
Austin Yoder
Contributor

As church attendance drops and movie ticket sales soar, the Christian community is turning its eyes towards a
new mission field: Hollywood.
If you have driven by a movie theater recently, you probably noticed
an increased number of presumably Christian films being promoted. Titles like “Son of God,” “Heaven
Is For Real” and “God’s Not Dead”
adorn cinema marquees around the

TAYLOR

STUDENT HEALTH CENTER

country as Christian filmmakers try
to get the Gospel message to people
who are more likely to sit in a theater
seat than a church pew.
While not critically well-reviewed,
“Son of God” and “God’s Not Dead”
have already taken in a combined
$120 million at the box office, showing that people are still attracted to
the stories of the Bible—no matter
what the critics say. The more favorably-reviewed “Heaven Is For Real”
has grossed more than $50 million.
But it is not just Christians making these types of movies. Even Hollywood, considered “the belly of the
beast” by some evangelical Christians, is starting to take notice and

@ UPLAND HEALTH & DIAGNOSTICS

location:

The Taylor Student Health
Center is located at
1809 S. Main Street
Upland, IN 46989

what we offer:

The Center offers a Nurse Practitioner on
site exclusively for Taylor students, along with
some pharmacy and lab services included as
part of the student health center fee.
Sandy Wright, FNP, APRN-BC
Adrienne Howard, FNP-C

additional services:

hours of operation:

Monday-Friday: 9am – 5pm
(closed noon - 1pm)
Saturday, Sunday
and Holidays: closed

Additional services and specialties are also
available to be billed to the student’s
insurance. Services offered on site include:
t#PBSE$FSUJöFE1IZTJDJBO4UBò
t-BC4FSWJDFT

PHONE

(765) 660-7520

UPLAND HEALTH & DIAGNOSTICS
Accepting patients by walk-in and appointment

capitalize on the financial success of
biblically based films.
“Hollywood is cycling through biblical epics again,” said Kathy Bruner,
co-chair of Taylor’s Media Communication Department. “They were
popular in the 1950s and 1960s and
now they’re back. It’s not really surprising if you consider that the Bible
has a lot of great dramatic material,
and it’s copyright-free. And ever since
‘The Passion’ made $370 million, a lot
of Hollywood executives are listening
to Bible story pitches with open ears.”

“It’s not really surprising
if you consider that the
Bible has a lot of great
dramatic material, and
it’s copyright-free.”
In fact, this year has already seen
the release of Darren Aronofsky’s
“Noah,” which has grossed over $320
million and is currently the fifth-highest grossing movie of 2014. Ridley
Scott, the Academy Award-nominated director of such films as “Alien” and
“Gladiator,” is set to release “Exodus:
Gods and Kings,” his take on the story of Moses, this December.
With all the controversy and talk
surrounding “Noah” and other faithbased film releases, it begs the question: How should we as Christians
react to these kinds of movies?
For some students, the deviations
from the biblical account in “Noah”
did not affect their view of the film.
“Even with its biblical inaccuracies, Noah was an intense, emotional, uplifting and inspirational film
that captivated me in many spiritual
ways that very few Hollywood blockbusters do,” said junior Jay Miller. “I
loved Aronofsky’s vision of the fall of
man and found the film to actually
be a cautionary tale of the wickedness of sin.”
Movies are not going away. By making films that point others toward
Christ, Christians are gaining access
to a mission field of millions of people that is sometimes hard to reach.
“The light of the world” is on the silver screen.

the soul in Helen. Senior Stephen
Newhall is spot-on as Captain Keller,
Helen’s old-fashioned Southern military man of a father who wants to
love Helen but is bewildered by her
behavior. Freshman Andrew Davis
contrasts well with Newhall as Helen’s
bitter half-brother Jimmy, and sophomore Morgan Turner is convincing
as Helen’s worried mother.
Yet despite a cast that seems born to
play their roles, the magnificent set is
the real star of “The Miracle Worker.”
The set is the exact design used in the
2004 production, when student Corey
Rodeheaver (‘04) worked on the play.
Rodeheaver, another student of Hubbard, is the set designer for the current production. With its grayscale
tone and M.C. Escher-like abstractions, the audience is able to see what
Helen experiences in her dark, muted
world. But the set isn’t just designed
for Helen; it’s arguably Anne’s story as
well, and the psychedelic visuals and
sound effects intensify her nightmares
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about her upbringing. This, in turn, intensifies the drama of the play, adding layers to the production beyond
the acting. The gray, the sounds and
the abstractions all lead to the miraculous red water pump (which pumps
real water) to give closure to Helen and
Anne’s stories.
With the best acting Taylor Theatre can provide, a Broadway-worthy
set and moving themes, “The Miracle Worker” is a triumph. Ollie would
be proud.
“The Miracle Worker” will run this
weekend with performances at 8 p.m.
this Friday and Saturday and 2 p.m. this
Sunday. The play will also be performed
May 9-10 at 8 p.m. and May 11 at 2 p.m.
Tickets cost $7 for Taylor students and
$10 for faculty and staff. They can be
purchased at the theater box office located in Rupp. In addition, there will
be a worship service in memory of Oliver Hubbard at 4 p.m. Saturday in the
Great Room of the Muselman House,
followed by a dinner at 6 p.m.

Full-scale success
Music majors Janson Long
and Courtney Jameson talk
about their senior recitals
Alycia Timm
Contributor

Seniors in the music department are
preparing to wrap up their Taylor
experience with upcoming recitals.
This week, Janson Long and Courtney Jameson will be performing for
their composition and voice majors,
respectively.
Jameson will be singing a mixture of classical pieces for the recital
to showcase the diversity of musical
time periods. She will also be singing in a variety of languages, including Italian and German.
Long named his recital “Efflorescence,” which means “the culmination of growth and development; a
bursting forth.” He will be featuring a
music video entitled “Nidus,” shot by
senior Sam Stone, which portrays his
creative process as he runs into obstacles and distractions between starting
and completing a composition.
The recitals are bittersweet for
these seniors.
“I am excited to be able to share
what I have learned in four years,
but also sad with the realization that
my Taylor experience is almost over,”
Jameson said.
Since arriving at Taylor, Jameson
has led a chapel band, sung in two
choirs, competed in regional competitions and participated in theater
and opera productions.
“I have gotten the chance to make

some great music and memories and
be able to see God’s creative hand
through the music and his people,”
Jameson said.
Long also has a positive reflection
on his experience as a whole.
“The Department of Music has
been fantastic. The faculty is tremendously helpful and always expressive
of their desires for each student’s success. Apart from the obvious musical
education, which has been wonderful, I’ve been challenged in many ways
that have helped me achieve my goals
and define my character,” he said.
Long also has a post-graduation
plan. This summer he will be recording and producing an extended play
of songs as well as pursuing technical schools for music production. He
says he will continue writing music
and hopes to have opportunities in
film and video game scoring.
After graduation Jameson will be
attending Indiana University’s Jacobs
School of Music to get her Masters
of Music in vocal performance. She
plans to teach voice in the future and
also hopes to perform regularly.
They both expressed that students
should stretch themselves in their
practice and never lose the courage
to keep trying. This strategy carried
them through four years at Taylor,
and they are now leaving the program, ready to enter a new chapter
of their lives.
Janson Long will be performing in
the composition category Saturday,
May 3, at 7 p.m, and Courtney Jameson will be performing in the voice category on Sunday, May 4, at 3 p.m.

Janson Long will perform his recital “Efflorescence.”

photograph by Sam Stone`
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I came to comprehend that millions of people
visit these places because of how much they
delight in diversion.
Entertainment value

May 2, 2014
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Down with
Dove
Julia Oller
Contributor

Confession time: When I first watched
Dove’s viral YouTube video “Real Beauty
Sketches,” I admit I brushed a few tears off
my face.
The film features an artist who draws ordinary women as they describe themselves
before sketching them again as others describe them. Soft light illuminates tearyeyed women as they renounce their harsh
opinions of their own external beauty. All
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of a sudden, they are transformed by an
understanding of “Real Beauty,” the name
of Dove’s ad campaign that began in 2004.
That’s right. Dove is not producing these
videos out of the goodness of its heart.
This is an ad campaign, a fact that Unilever, Dove’s mother corporation, hopes
American women overlook in their desperation to be affirmed as truly beautiful.
And so far they have: “Real Beauty Sketches” was the top viral video ad of 2013, with
4.24 million shares.
Hypersexualized American culture is
playing right into Dove’s hands, and their
brilliantly paradoxical marketing strategy doesn’t appear to be going anywhere
soon. The more Dove can get people to
buy into its definition of “Real Beauty,” the
more bars of soap and bottles of shampoo
will fly off the shelves.
But Dove hasn’t duped Jonathan Salem
Baskin, an advertising guru and Forbes
contributor whose motto is “I dare to
uncover the surprising truths that drive
successful brands.” The “Real Beauty” campaign, he says, is nothing more than a marketing construct.
“They could have just as easily decided to celebrate the planets or playground
sand,” he said.
In fact, AXE, Dove’s sister corporation,
did celebrate the planets in its 2013 AXE
Apollo campaign featuring astronauts
and bikini-clad women. The female models didn’t say much, but they didn’t need
to. Their Photoshopped bodies did all the
talking. Where AXE is concerned, sexy
sells.

Dove’s real beauty ad campaign is just that, an ad.

Jump to the website of another Unilever
brand, Tresemmé, and you’ll immediately
meet a smoldering woman with flawless
skin and hair even Rapunzel would envy.
Unilever’s ad campaign is a double
standard: on one hand exploiting cultural
norms and on the other defying them. Telling women they are beautiful while holding them up to an unattainable standard
of beauty serves to fulfill Unilever’s bottom
line: cold hard cash.
As long as the company makes a profit, Dove doesn’t care what the buyer looks
like. “Normal” females might not be gorgeous enough to model Tresemmé products, but as long as Dove’s customers have
cash to spend it doesn’t matter if they look
like Goldilocks or Medusa.
Baskin says that “branding isn’t a series of promises, but an ongoing narrative.” Until Dove does more to prove its

promotion of “Real Beauty” than upload
a few snazzy YouTube videos, I cannot fully support its efforts. Dove may be Unilever’s long-time spouse, but brands like AXE
and Tresemmé are its mistresses, exploiting cultural norms to undermine Dove’s
wholesome message.
Show me a company that actually sticks
to its promise that “we’re doing whatever it
takes to put a stop to beauty-related anxieties” and I’ll show you my pennies and
dimes.
Dove currently partners with the
Boys and Girls Club, Girls Inc. and the
Girl Scouts of the USA to reach its goal of
spreading a message of healthy body image to 15 million adolescents by 2015.
Although this vision seems admirable,
the term “partner” is loose at best. Dove
has developed its own curriculum of workshops and programs for young girls and

photograph by Jamey Stegmaier

uses its partnerships to distribute these
materials nationwide. Given that these organizations are perfectly capable of putting
on workshops of their own, Dove would be
better served improving the lives of its own
employees and their young daughters.
If Dove truly cares about “Real Beauty,” the company doesn’t have to set foot
outside the Unilever family to positively
change the female self-image. While AXE
may never phase out its bathing beauties,
it wouldn’t hurt to pressurize the brand to
tone down the editing or at least add a few
articles of clothing to the models’ bodies.
To steal a line from one of Dove’s self-empowerment videos, “The power is in your
hands”: the power to see through Dove’s
marketing scheme and stand up for honest advertising.
“Real Beauty” doesn’t come in a bottle;
it comes from within.
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Entertainment value
Adam Kelly

Opinions Editor

Millions of people visit Disney World
each year. About 111.5 million people
tuned in to watch the Super Bowl.
The Oscars received 43 million viewers. Americans view entertainment
each and every day but do not realize
how much it affects daily life.
Our investment in entertainment
is clearly very high. Hundreds of millions of dollars, if not more, are invested in movies, TV shows and
other forms of entertainment. Our
society has been sucked into these
over-dramatized, hyper-idealized visual effects just to “entertain” us for
a few hours.
Children grow up wanting to play
sports for a job. There are many wonderful men and women who play professional sports, who deeply care for
people and the world. It is possible
for a child to find a good role model in the sports world. But sports is a
game. Athletes are getting paid more
than anyone else for it. Athletes leave
schools and universities, forgo their
education to make more money than
anyone else in the world for playing a
game to entertain us.
What makes it even worse is that
we are the driving momentum behind this entertainment. We pay hundreds—sometimes thousands—of
dollars to attend one of these games.
Even for movies, eight bucks or so
sounds pretty good to watch a film
for a couple hours. But multiply those
eight bucks by the millions of people
who decide to also watch the movie. These millions pay actors and actresses more money than most of us
will ever see in a lifetime.
David Foster Wallace’s book “Infinite Jest” is a prime example of the
understanding of how much entertainment controls our lives. His book
uncovers the value we put into entertainment, and forces us to think

about how much we desire spectacle
and what it does to our relationships
with other people. I am not opposed
to watching the occasional game or
movie that really interests me, but
“Infinite Jest” forced me to think
about the stock I put into mindless
distraction. I realized I do sometimes
hold entertainment too high on my
list of values.
This past spring break I spent the
week at Disney with my fiancée. It
was a great vacation, I will admit.
But while visiting Downtown Disney
and Magic Kingdom, I came to comprehend that millions of people visit these places because of how much
they delight in diversion.

People come here, overpaying for
just about everything from food and
hotels to souvenirs and rollercoasters. It may have helped that I was
reading “Infinite Jest” while on spring
break, but I was deeply affected by understanding how entertainment has
come to dominate our lives. I also
started to disdain everything about
entertainment because of the dominating role it plays in millions of lives.
After my return from break, I spoke
with a professor about my experience.
She reminded me that we cannot
completely disregard entertainment
and the positive effect it can have. But
we must realize how the role it has
can become an obsession, and not

allow it to be a controlling factor in
our lives.
Since then, my dislike has dwindled
a bit, because I now know it is okay
to indulge in movies, sports and TV
shows—if my motive for doing so is
to experience life in a new way, rather
than just to sit by and watch.
Now I pause for a second every time
I watch a TV show, movie or sporting
event. I think about the value I put
on entertainment and know, thankfully, it is has dropped lower down
on my list of priorities. It is a struggle because entertainment is a focus
in our society and culture, but it may
be time to rethink where our value
of entertainment lies. Before getting
too caught up in the plot of a movie or a loss by a favorite sports team,
contemplate what entertainment is,
what it means and how it affects your
daily life.

Society has been sucked into over-dramatized visual effects for entertainment.

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor to adam_kelly@taylor.edu
by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.
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“I’m glad I’m able to find my passion in this event and
have the ability to use each race to glorify the Lord.”
Trojan track takes third and fourth
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PREVIEW
Track
Schedule

5/8-9 North Central Invitational (A)
5:00 p.m.
5/22-24 NAIA Outdoor National Championships (A) 2:00 p.m.

Baseball(32-30.
24-10)
Schedule

5/3 Marian (H) 3:00 p.m.
5/5 TBD

Softball slides into tournament final
Freshman Micaela Cristensen slides into third base in Wednesday’s game with Mount Vernon Nazarene.

Freshman Lauren Ehle
goes yard three times in
three consecutive games
Jeff Yoder
Sports Editor

The Taylor softball team is just one
win away from becoming the Crossroads League Champions after escaping No. 8 Marian on Wednesday and
storming past No. 5 Mount Vernon

Nazarene and No. 2 Bethel to reach
the finals.
The Trojans—hosting this year’s
Crossroads League Tournament—
needed a walk-off single from freshman Lauren Ehle to elude the Knights
5-4 in nine innings in the first round
of the tourney Wednesday. Junior
Hanna Klebesadel got the win in the
first game as she pitched the final
three innings, halting Marian’s comeback attempt.

Later that night, the Trojans pulled
away from Mount Vernon Nazarene
and never looked back. TU scored
multiple runs in the third and fourth
innings behind the bats of Ehle and
freshman Anna Gunderson. Each of
the two hit home runs—Ehle’s second
of the day—en route to a 9-0 victory.
Freshman pitcher Hannah Robbins improved her record to 18-3 on
the season with the complete game
shutout. The Trojans recorded 10

Photograph by Josh Adams

hits from eight different batters in
the game.
On Thursday, the Taylor show continued out on Gudakunst Field as the
Trojans opened up the scoring with
a grand slam via freshman Morgan
Allison. The four-run bomb brought
in Gunderson, Robbins and senior
Emily Tweedy.
After giving up one run in the second and clinging to a 4-1 lead most of
the contest, Ehle blasted an

Softball (40-14,
23-9)
Schedule

5/12 TBD
5/13 TBD

insurance home run, her third of the
tournament, as Taylor breezed to a 5-1
win. Klebesadel was awarded the win
this time, pitching a complete game
and giving up six hits and just one
earned run.
With three wins in two days, TU advances to the final game of the tournament scheduled for 11 a.m. today
against No. 3 Huntington.

Golf rallies for second in Noblesville
Austin Kight
Sports Writer

Despite adverse weather conditions
Monday and Tuesday during the
Crossroads League Championship,
the Taylor men’s golf team finished
second overall at the Harbour Trees
Golf Club in Noblesville, Ind., just six
strokes behind Indiana Wesleyan.
Starting the final round in third
place, the Trojans fired a 308, carding
the lowest team score of the round and
propelling them past Marian to secure
a second place finish.
In the 54-hole tournament, the Trojans finished with a team total of 919.
“Even though we didn’t get off to
great starts in the first round or the
final round, we continued to battle and really stuck it out,” said head

coach Cameron Andry. “Elliot Day and
Nate Scheibe both earned All-Crossroads League honors and they both
really deserved that for their play all
season. Elliot has been a great leader
all year long and we’re really going to
miss him next year.”
Leading the scores for the Trojans
on the final round was junior Scheibe,
posting a 72 (+1) with a three-round total of 230 (+17) and a tie for 11th overall
in the field.
“I felt that we fought hard throughout the entire tournament,” Scheibe
said. “Round one was a battle for everyone, getting off to some bad starts.
However, we hung in there and didn’t
quit on our rounds. In round two, we
shot a season best to put ourselves in
great position for the final day. The
freshmen stepped up big in the second

round and Elliot posted a great score
as well.”
It was also a respectable tournament for junior Tucker Fahlen, adding
a 78 for the Trojans in the final found
while firing a 242 (81-83-78) over the
tournament.
The three-year veteran understands
that the team needs to devote more
time to the tedious details that will
round out the team’s performance
and give them the edge to win tournaments next season.
“Staying active and competitive this
summer will be a great way to come
back in the fall and reach the next level
for our team,” Fahlen said.
In the end, it was Indiana Wesleyan
who brought home the trophy Tuesday—the first Crossroads League
Championship for the Wildcats since

Photograph provided by TU men’s golf facebook page

Junior Tucker Fahlen lines up a drive in this week’s tournament.

2007 and their 12th overall. The team
finished with a 913 (300-304-309).
This tournament marks the

highest conference finish for the Trojans since the team won the tournament in 1998.

Trojan track takes third and fourth
Steve Nafziger
Sports Writer

Photograph provided by Coach White

Junior Elaine Schmeltz and freshman Anna Meyer lea the Steeplechase last weekend.

Windy conditions ruled the day as the
reigning Crossroads League champion Trojans looked to defend their
title at Marian University last weekend. The women’s track and field
team managed a third place finish
in this year’s competition after their
first place finish a year ago. The men,
coming off a third place finish in 2013,
finished fourth.
“It was a solid meet for us,” said
women’s coach Quinn White. “We
performed really well.”
Junior Elaine Schmeltz highlighted
the two days for the Trojans. She defended her back-to-back steeplechase
championships with a third win that
included breaking her own school record. Schmeltz finished with a time of
11:05.3, beating the rest of the field by
more than 10 seconds.
“Every time I step up to the start
line, I get really excited about the
opportunity I have to compete,”
Schmeltz said. “I’m glad I’m able to

find my passion in this event and have
the ability to use each race to glorify
the Lord.”
Senior Erin Price joined Schmeltz
in recording her third straight Crossroads League victory. Price reached
NAIA National Championship “A” standard qualifying with a time of 1:03.52
in the 400-meter hurdles.
Sophomore Haley White got her
second straight win in the javelin,
despite having to change her approach to the throw due to the wind.
The adjustment moved her from
fourth place to first place. The final
winner of the women’s competition
was sophomore Katie DeHaan in the
400-meter dash, coming in just under 58 seconds.
A very strong Indiana Wesleyan
team claimed the title on the women’s side, followed by Bethel.
The men claimed three victories for
the Trojans at the Championships as
junior Ethan Evans and freshman
Matt Hall continued to excel in the
long-distance runs. Evans took first
place in the 10,000 meter run with his

Athlete of the Week

Online
Baseball grabs No. 2 seed
in upcoming Crossroads
Leauge Tournament
after splitting two with
Bethel on Tuesday.
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time of 32:23.56, while Hall claimed
victory in the 5,000 meter run, beating his opponents by nearly 30 seconds and coming in just under 15
minutes at 14:58.16, which was good
enough to qualify him for Nationals
in the “B” standard.
Crossroads League Athlete of the
Week sophomore David Rodman
claimed the third victory for Taylor in javelin with a throw of 52.28
meters.
“(We) put forth a great overall effort and had several notable performances,” men’s coach Lance
Vandeberg said. “Our goal was to
glorify God through competition and
compete with intensity and purpose
and we accomplished those things.”
The Marian men claimed the title on their home track, followed by
Bethel and Indiana Wesleyan. Taylor finished just six points out of
third place.
The Trojans will be back to work
on May 8-9 in Naperville, Ill., for the
North Central Invitational. Both days
are set to begin at 5 p.m.

Caitlin Vukorpa
Year

Senior

Hometown

Saint Joseph, MI

Nickname

Korp / Korpus Callosum

Funniest teammate

Maddie Cornell

Favorite softball memory

Beating Bethel in extra innings during the
Conference Tournament sophomore year

Favorite pump- up song

300 Violin Orchestra - John Quintero

Key stat

Grand Slam in the third inning of game two
last Saturday
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